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INDEPENDENCE MAN CHARGED WITH ARMED BANK ROBBERY

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Bradley J. Schlozman, United States Attorney for the Western
District of Missouri, announced that an Independence, Mo., man was charged in federal court
today with the armed robbery of First National Bank of Missouri in Independence, Mo.

Raymond A. Delacruz, 24, of Independence, was charged in a criminal complaint filed
in U.S. District Court in Kansas City this morning with using a handgun to steal $9,311 from
First National Bank of Missouri, 10725 Independence Ave., Independence.

According to an affidavit filed in support of the criminal complaint, Delacruz entered the
bank at about 10 a.m. Tuesday, carrying black plastic bags in one hand and brandishing a black
semi-automatic weapon in the other, and ordered everyone in the lobby to stand facing the south
wall and keep their hands up. Delacruz handed the plastic bags to four tellers, the affidavit says,
demanding money from their teller drawers and from the bank vault.

Delacruz allegedly complained that they were taking too long, then fired a shot away
from the employees with his handgun. After receiving the money from the tellers, the affidavit
says, Delacruz said, “Thank you all and have a nice day,” before leaving the bank.

According to the affidavit, a bank customer at the drive-through window saw the robbery
in progress and called police, and a bank employee was on the telephone with a customer when
the robbery occurred and told him to call police to report the robbery. An officer with the Sugar
Creek, Mo., Police Department responded to the report of the robbery, the affidavit says, and saw

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/mow/news2006/delacruz_complaint.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/mow/news2006/delacruz_complaint.pdf


Delacruz walking across the street into a wooded area behind a nearby Sonic Drive-In, where he
got into a 2006 Nissan Sentra parked on Northern Street. A high-speed pursuit began, which
included officers from the Independence, Mo., Police Department and lasted approximately 27
miles. The Nissan was stopped at Woods Chapel Road and Interstate 70 as a result of damaged
tires from police stop-sticks. The vehicle was later identified as a rental car.

At the time of his arrest, Delacruz was in possession of a loaded Glock handgun and
$9,313.

Schlozman cautioned that the charge contained in the complaint is simply an accusation,
and not evidence of guilt. Evidence supporting the charge must be presented to a federal trial
jury, whose duty is to determine guilt or innocence.

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney K. Michael Warner. It was
investigated by the Independence, Mo., Police Department, the Sugar Creek, Mo., Police
Department, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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